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-AMERICA IN FRANGE

IV—Alsace

It was in the third week in May that

Ameriean troops, jubilantly welcomed by |

all the people of the countryside, filed
along the mountain roads to take their
place in that part of the great Allled
line which resteres to France a portion
of her own Alsace,

It was their first appearance on Ger-
man territory, or rather on a land that
has been German-held ever since the
end of the war of 1870, when, triumph-
ant and unscrupulous, Prussia wrung
from helpless France her fair provinces
of Alsace and Lorraine. -

It wus the first appearance of Ameri-
can soldiers on soil that had been taken
and re-taken, fought for and fought over
by troops from every couniry on the con-
tinent, for from the days of Cesar the
Alsatian plain, that lnekless cross-roads
of ancient Burope, has been a bloody
battleground. None of its towns is with-
out its bitter memories of sicge and
massacre and pillage. 'The very name
Alsatin long ago became a synonym in
alien speech for debatable land.

Half as Big hs Jersey

Alsace is bounded on the north by the
Rhenish Palatinaie, on the south by
Switzerland, on the west by the Vosges.
Looking to the east from their moun-
tain posts, ibe American ariillery ob-
servers can keep a walch on ihe Rhine.
Alsace is a little country. It is not half
so big as the State of New .Jersey.

It had long been loosely held by the
House of Hapsburg when, in 1648, the
treaty thai closed the Thirty Years’ War
added its acres to the crown of France.
It was one of Bismarck's projects in
launching the Franco-Prussian war and
one of his first conditions when his time
came to name the terms in the humil-
jating treaty of Frankiort in 1871, to
recapture for Germany a country that
had been Ifrench for nearly two cen-
turics, longer by a generation than
America has becn a nation.

As long ago as 1701 the Prussian
statesman Schmettau warned his people
in these words:

“We can never retake Alsace because
it is notorious that ils inhabitants are
already more French than the Parislans.
Even conguered, the land of Alsace wonld
cover a burning brazier of love for
France.”

More than a century and a half Iater,
Monseigneur Freppel uttered this solemn
propheey to the father of the present
Kaiser: 4

“Pelieve the words of a Bishop who
speaks before God and with his hand on
his heart: Alsace will never be yours.™

N L2
By Forcoe of Arms

But Germany seized the provinces by
force of arms, and by one siroke of the
pen robbed of their Fremnch nationality
s bitterly protesting people that num-
bered a million and a half, |

«The Alsatinns must*rid themselves
of the spirit of France,” said Bismarck
coolly. “When once they feel them-
selves entirely Alsatian, they are too
logical not to feel themselves entirely
German.”

So began that stupid but systematic
process of Germanization, pushed now
with coaxes, now with threats, now with
bribes, now with abuse, and whick, after
hualf a century, has Jeit the Alsatian®
more than ever devoted to France, more
than ever distrustful of Prussia, a brutal
process of Germanization which provoked
throughout watchful and uneasy Europe
much of the fear and dislike which found
expression in the present war.

Teart and Soul With France

German professors could arguc that
the Alsatians, like some of the Swiss,
spoke a German dialeet, and that when
Alsaiians wanied to vow they would
never be QGerman they had to say:
“Ximmer will ich Deutsch scin,” for
Jack of any other tengue. They could
argue that, back in. the Middle Ages,
Alsace had Deen a Germanic if not a
Prussian affiliate, but they had to keep
their noses buried deep in musty histor-
jes. to keep from secing the thing which
any child could see—~that Alsack was
heart and soul with France.

They had to talk loudly about Alsace
in the sixteenth eentury to keep from
hearing-the tramp-tramp of that sorrow-
ful exodus of the nincteenth century—
the departure of more than a guarier of
the population when the lime came to
ehoose hetween leaving their native land
or aceepting German citizenship.

Sought Independence First

The exodus of the Alsatians became so
alarming that Bismarck had to put up
the bars and thus pen in the couniry
an un iled and irr ilable colony
of disconient. o many Alsatians en-
listed as a matter of course in the French
Army that Berlin bad io requirc that
Trance enroll them in the Foreign Le-
gion, Today there are many Alsatians
in high posts in the French Army; in
ihe German Army there are alimost none.

As soon as AlsaceLorraine was al
Jowed to send delegates to the Relchstag,
the delegates grieved and surprised their
Prussian masters by making as their
first proposition tbe immediate independ-
ence of the caplive provinces. The Ger-
man garrisons keeping order in Alsace-
Lorraine have had to proceed .exactly as
though they were in hostile territory—
which they are. They liave been through
40 years and morc an interminable
series of fines and imprisonments for
expressions of French sympathy, penal-
ties for speeches, ariicles, cartoons, pen-
alties for possessing TFrench flags, em-
blems and souvenirs, penalties for play-
ing the Marseillaise, or even for wear-
ing a headdress that resembled the
French kepi.

Berlin said these were just the didoes
of a contrary people who liked to ape
foreign customs. But to this day, in the
borderiand regions, the cxasperated
Prussians must print their notices and
even their propaganda sheets in French
if they want them read.

Anybody But Germany.

Some Alsatians in late years wanted
annexation with Switzerland, some inde-
pendence, some resioration to France.
Put cven the younger generation that
had no memories of 1870 agreed with
their elders on one thing. No one
wanted to be part of Germany.

So it went until the eve of the pres-
ent war, and it was an American, David
Starr Jordan, who put the case in the
following nuishell:

“@Germany says to the annexed popu-
fation: ‘I will give you your freedom
on the day when I am sure of your love
for the Empire.’ To which Alsace re-
plies: ‘I shall never love you till theq
day you give me my frecdom.” And Lor-
raine adds: ‘I can never come to terms
with you' Then Germany says to
France: ‘We cannot be friends till you
have forgotten’ And France replies: ‘It
{s impossible for me to forget!””

Freneh Cross Boundary

Then came the war, and in the first
weeks, greeted by a heart-warming wel-
come from the kidnapped people, the
French advanced over the boundaries
that had been set dgwn by the evil treaty
of Frankfort.

“«Our return is for good and a1),” suld

Beh'old five Yanks gathered together

at the Sign of ithe Two Keyvs. The
Restauration zu den zwui Schlussel
used to dispense Pilsner, Munchner, and
Budweiser—the reual Bohemian brew,
not the St. Louis brand—in the foamy

IT’S A GERMAN SIGN

days before August, 1914, without pay-
ing duty on them. That is because it used
to be in Germany, or rather in Alsace,
whieh Germans have been trying for 40
odd years to convinee the world was
part of Germany, It isn’t. Ask the
five Yanks and the two Alsalians,

ROMANCE HAS PART
IN CANTIGNY FIGHT

Lovesick Carrier Pigeon
Comes Into Port 24
Hours Late

YANK OFFICER IN DUTCH

Entente Nearly Breaks Up When
Birds of War Are Mistaken
for Grouse

‘Romance played its part in the baitle
which served to place the little village
of Cantigny in American hands, and, as
it happens, played the very devil with
the communications.

In that battle the Americans used
every known device of modern warfare,
and what the Yankee troops in that par-
ticular sector did not happen to have
themselves thep borrowed irom the
French,

The earrier pigeons, for instance, Tid-
ings as to how the battle was waging
in and beyond Cantigny were brought
skimming back through the air by the
birds who sociaetimes serve as messen-
gers when the distance is ioo great for
signals, when the fire is too heavy for
wires, and when the emergeney is too
urgent for runneis,

The pigeons often speed over head with
their messages by way of precaulion, in
case any or all of the more modern and
more satisfactory means of communica-
tion should brezk down. It was so al
Cantigny, and that is why no great harm
was done when the most stariling and
most porientious message of all those
cntrusted to the birds arrived at divi-
sional headquarters exactly 23 hours and
40 minutes late.

Pigeons so scldom loiter, they so scl-
down dawdle on the way like ihe AD.T.
messenger boys in {he comic journals of
yesteryear, that there was an i fate

the poisoncus fumes come over arc pro-
tected by a large mask, like a tca-cosy
or a typewriter cover, which shrouds the
basket iill the danger is past.

O the veteran birds who served so
well in the first months aiter ihe in-
auguration of Lthe carrier service by ihe
French, {few are now at the front. They
have not been killed, but have been re-
tired for breeding purposes.

On the Wrong Scent

Not long 2go, along the lonesome litile
road which leads to the present home
of ithe carrier pigeons who helped ihe
Americans at Cantigny, an American
officer was riding on horschack one eve-
ning when he spied two birds cireling
overhead. -

“Ab,* he said, “gronse!”

Whipping out his 45 he brought down
{wo before the cxcited caretakers let
him sce, by their shouts, gestienlations
and other means of cxpression, just what
villainy he was up to. e was all apolo-
gies, but the Franco-American alliance
was severely strained for a moment or
two. P~

‘The earctikers adore their charges,
who are usually nicknamed according to
color. Each bird is so completely classi-
fied as te age, station, catalog number,
corps and army affiliation that there is
no room on its identificalion tag for all
the information. So is is stamped in
blue ink on the white wings, which, when
opened up like a fan, do look rather like
the much be-seribbled fans the girls used
{o carry at the dances back home.

The French carctakers are known as
colombophiles, which, literally translated
means lover of pigeons. Very likely they
are duly graded and known as Master
Lover of Digeons, Sergeant Lover of
Pigeons, First Class, and so on, as the
case may be,

HOTELFAVART

5 Rue de Marivaux, PARIS

{across from FOpera Comique)

FORFEITURE OF PAY -
ON WHAT YOU DRAW

Allotments, Insurance and
Other Things Do Not
Figure

NEW TREASURY DECISION

Fines Are Not to Be Computed on
Amount Due Before Deduc-
tions Are Made

-

Forfeiture of “two-thirds of his pay for
one month,” according te a bulletin, No.
45, just issued at G.H.Q., is not equiva-
lent to forfeiture of two-ihirds of one
monih’s pay. Say it quick and it sounds
like a pnzzfe or a tongue-twister, but it
isn’l. Here is how il works out.
Private Gobbo. who knows the guard-
liouse better than he does his own -unk,
does not lack family sentiment and a
sense of his patriotic obligations. Out
of his $33 a month he allots $15 on a
A (compulsory) allotment, §5on a
class B3 allotment, §5 on a Liberty Loan,
and $5 for his™War Risk insurance pre-
minm,

Thuys, Private Gobbo. aclually draws
i $3 a month. He hits the skids and
s in a court-mariial, where he is
sentenced to forfeit “two-thirds of his
pay per month for three montbs,” Be-
fore the percentage of the fine can be de-
ducted, according to the new bulletin, all
his allolments, totaling $30, must be de-
ducted, and the fine” computed on the
remainder, which is his pay for one
wonth. The remainder is $3, and the
deduction for the fine will therefore be
$2 for each of the three months, not 322,

FREE ADVICE FOR |
LOVELORN LADS |

G.F.D~So0 she saw your picture in
the movies, did she, and wrote you
about it? Well, you should worry.
She'll fake cverybody she knows o see
that film, and you'll be in fine and soft.
It pays to be decent to those Signal
Corps guys.

AW-~That is truly hard luck that
her old man and your colonel are such
good friends. The best thing to do under
the circumstances is to avdid confaet
with the colonel as far as possible,
though, as you arc a corporal, that will
necessarily be pretiy hard.

J.T.1.—No, there is no possible way
you can recover breach-of-promise dam-
ages from the QM.Corps. It was all
your own faunlt 10 send her a picture of
yourself in one of the ¢ld issue overseas
hats. And, anyway, 2 girl who would
break with you just because that hat
was wished on to you is not a girl
worthy of your affection. Forget her!

R.LM.~Although duclling is frowned
on severely in the ARF., I think youn
are thoroughly within your rights in
challenging that brute of a sergeant of
yours who wrole back to his sister
(knowing it would get to your girl) that
you had been put on compuny punish-
ment for a week for sassing him back.
l-'.‘or weapons, I should stipniate mess-
tins full of slum at 20 paces, or foun-
tain pens at 30 paces. And I hope you
get him? :

J. C. VICKERY

IDENTIEICATION
No. A 677.
Cold. £2 150,

Their Majesties’ Jeweller,
177-183 Regent St.,

- LONDOUN, W..
For all Active :Service Regiments

S Cigaretie Cases
Wrist Watches
‘ngoto Cases & Frames
Pipes & Pouches
Writing -Cases
Dispatch Cases
Kit.Bags; Trunks
Dressing Cases

BRACILET
Vickery's Identification Bracelet. Solid Canéeizt\set fc
vy Cey €RC,

Ster'ing Silver, 11]6.  Eneraving 2/6 cxtra
fllustrated Catalogue post free on application,
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NGLISH AND AMERICAN ARMIES

THE BEST DISHES READY FORUS

Peulet ¢Oti
Veay & fa gelée
Veaa aux &pinards
Saucisses & fatomate
Beeuf aux Chouks
-Patés trultés’
Galantines
Sardings, etc.

Cassoulet
Petit Salé aux Choux
Pors aux Harlcots

Mouten braisé

LYONS
GBRAND NOUVEL HOTEL

11 Rug Grolée

Favorite Stopping Place of American Qffcers
Rooms from 6 to 30 fruncs

Not Affecied by Sent

The above ruling is based on a decis-
ionn by the Controller of the Treasury,
which says:

“+he monihly compulsory alloiment of
puy, Class A, under the provisions of See-
jons 200 lo 210 of the Act of Oclober 6,
1917 (War Risk Insuranee Act), the allot-
ment under Class B in said law; the
Liberty ILoan allotments, and ihe pre-
miums on War Risk insurance are not
disturbed or affccied by sentence of
zourt-martial imposing forfeiture of pay.

“Forfeiture of ‘two-thirds of his pay
for one month’ is not equivalent to for-
feiture of two-thirds of one month’s pay.
The forfeiture in such case is for a defi-
nite period of time, one month, and
soases at lhe expiration of that period,
aven if the soldier was in a pay status
snly a part of that period.”

Buck (hacking at alleged steak): Say,
Cookie, we don't draw any rations
through the salvage depot, do we?

Cook: Not as I know of. Why?

Buck (still hacking): Well, our worn
out sqhoes go to the salvage depoi, don't
they?

The -
‘MODERN OPTICAL Co.’
(.mr.!m:.m BYETEM.)
OPTICIENS SPECIALISTES pour la VUE
N. QUENTIN, Directear
5 B;mlcvard des Italiens, PARIS,

6% Reduction to Americans,

PHILLIPS & PAIN
FIRIFENGINEERS

1 Rue Taitbout, PARIS

Rue Néricault-Destouches,

15 TOURS

First class Modern Rooms
from 8§ to 10 Francs

investigation, And it was found that the
man in charge of that partienlar basket
had, in an abstracted moment, placed two
mating pigeons {ogether. So, when the
male was taken out and the uvgent tid-
ings fastened to his leg, his mind was
on something of far more consecquence
than the outcome of the struggle for the
possession of Cantigny. His mind was
on the bird of his heart, and around her
basket he lurked and lurked.

¥, 1

MAPS FOR ALL FRONTS

Plans, Guides & Aeronautic Maps
FOR
American Officers and Seoldiers

CAMPBELL’S MAP STORE
ibrajric des Cartes Campbell)

i Paris (Sme)

1, Notre-Dume-de-Lorette

MEURICE

HOTEL and
RESTAURANT

228 Rue de Rivoli

{Oppesite Tuileries Gardens)

Restaurant Open ta Koa-Resideats.

German Plans Di
During ihat same t, a

strange pigeon seen cireling uncertainly
overhead was shot down for investiga-
tion, and proved to be a German pigeon
gone astray, a pigeon bearing in its little
melal anklet a message full of important
information regarding German plans at
a poini in a remote unrclated sector.
The message was immediately trans
mitled by wire to the French troops con-
cerned.

The home of the homing pigeons is
never far behind the lines, Within
sound of the guns—some 10 or 12 kilo-
ometers behind the first line—they dwell
in coops that look like high-set, porfable
corn-cribs. The problem of the carrier
pigeon in war-itime is the problem of
aceustoming a homing bird 1o consider
a migratory coop as its lieme. 1t is
an old problem, always sueccessfully
solved by dhe sailors, who teach their
birds to come back to the boaf, wherever
the boat may be.

The war pigeons are trained by always
heing fed and sheltered in this one coop,
and the coop itself is never loit more
than a month or so in one place. There
may be no military reason for moving it,
but it is constantly shifted lest the birds
grow too fond of one place.

Never Eat Off Ground

The earciakers are alwayvs careful to
feed the birds on the high shelf of the
coop, and never by any chance to let
2 stray grain fall to the ground. Omnce
the bird gets the habit of looking on the
ground for its dinner a moment of
hunger might make it pause for refresh-
ment on the way back with a message.

o make up in its diet for the little
rough pebbles the normal foothless bird
will eat in order to crush its food, the
fanciers break wup a good, appetizing
brick into small fragments and serve
these as a side dish.

The carrier pigeon does nol wear an
individual gas mask, but those who have
gone forward in baskets at a time when

the then General Joffre to the town of
Thann. “You are French for always.
France brings you, with the liberties she
has always represenied, her respect for
your own liberties, Alsatian libertics,
respect for your iraditions, for your con-
victions, for your cusioms. I am France.
You are Alsace. I bring you the kiss
of France.”
%
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HOME SERVICE

Are You Worried ?

- AMERICAN RED CROSS

This Free Service is-at vour disposal

About not hearing from home- :
About Family. Matters-
About Business Affairg-
About Allotments and Allowances-
About Anything at home you cannot
care for yourself-
Home Service hds represenfatives in Your Home Towh who
will belp you, Tell yout troukles {o the Home' Service dnd
stop worrying. The Red Cross will act confidentially and
report 1o you proniptly. Talk to the peafest A.R.C. Home
Service man, or write 16
Home Service Division American Red Cross,
4 Place de la Concorde, Paris, Frdnce.
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FOR SOLDIERS

MESSKITS THROUGH THE AIR

The Very "Besz M;thod
SelﬁTuz'tz'or:o;n FRENCH
i'Le Frangals ParVous-méme’

ity _Frputiisiotion, imitatod
by MRRC-DE VALETTE
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
DONE COPY; éF_rAnps

M. de VALETTE, § Rae Tonllier, Ppris
Also at all Good Beolishopa

FOOTWEAR
for OF ICERS

Regulation
P;a fterns

AMERICAN
OFFICERS

should ‘obtain Copies of
onr new Military Bro-
chure fully illustrated.

Wilow Caff, {gw@aw
£6:15-0

WillowCalf, Real Hand:

Sewn,
£8- 8.0

i2ex and Tialf-sizey
B slock ready for

wear,
prilliant
an by fef

W. ABBOTT &SRS, L™

54 Rogent Strect, LONDON, Wi
:o;:r,nu.l'zn Swan & Edgara.
434 Strand, LONDON, W.C,
(iext o Gauis,
121 High Hglborn, 'LONDON, W.C.
409 tan of Fiecrdllly Tube!

AMERICAN EXPRESS CO.

11 Rue Scribe, PARIS
GENERAL BANKING FACILITIES
FOR AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

The AMERICAN EXPRIESS COMPANY through its corre-
spondenis provides a BANKING OFFICE in practically
£ EVERY TOWN IN FRANCE
from which
MONEY CAN BE SENT HOME
by MAIL or CABLE under AMERICAN EXPRESS COS
SAFE AND QUICK METHOD
These Corresponclents will also aceept funds to be transferred to the
credit of Checking or Savings Accounts kept at the Company’s offices.

ASK FOR AMERICAN EXPRESS FORMS

Officers’ Pay Vouchers can be assigned to AMERICAN EXPRESS
CO. and proceeds will accordingly be deposited with the Company by
Disbursing Officers to the credit of Checking Accounts.
Packages can be forwarded to any office of the Company

for dispatch to United States, Canada or clsewhere
TORAGE FOR BAGGAGE.

Offices at BORDEAUX - TOURS - HAVRE - MARSEILLES - LONDON
LIVERPOOL - GLASGOW - SOUTHAMPTON - GENOA - NAPLES

WELLS FARGO & COMPANY

WELLS FARGO & COMPANY has transferred its entire Foreign
Service (Banking and Trausportation) to the AMERICAN EXPRESS
COMPANY, cffective July Ist, 1918 -

We wish to thank the many ciients and friends of Wells Fargo & Co.
for their favors in the past and to assure them that their interests will
be well cared for in the future by the American Express Co.

Wells Fargo & Co.s outstanding Travclers' Cheques and Moncy
Orders will be cashed by the same Banking Correspondents throughout
the world as heretofore, at the same terms, and will be redcemed by the
American Express Co. at its Branclies. . -

Bank deposit accounts at our Paris Office, 4 Rue Scribe, have been
transferred to the American Express Co., 11 Rue Scribe, Paris, as of
Tuly 1st, 1018, .

‘The special facilities for the American Expeditionary Forces, $0 51
cessfully in operation at the many branches of the SOCIETE GEN
RALE througlhout France, will be continued by the Ameri

ican Exprcs';
Co. for the benefit of our clients. -
WELLS FARGO & CO.,
4 Rue Seribe, PARIS.

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY

Effective July 1st, 1918, the AMERICAN EXPRESS CO. has tuken
over the Forcign Service (Banking and Trausportation) of WEILLS
FARGO & COMPANY.

“The combination of the forcign organization of the two institutions
and the concentration of activities will ensure for patrons wider facilities
and even more complete service than heretofore given.

Travelers’ Cheqgues and Money Orders of Wells Fargo & Co. will be
redecmed at the offices of the American Express Co.

Bank deposit accounts opened with Wells Farga & Co. have been
transferred to American Fxpress Co. and clients of Wells Fargo & Co.
may continue to use their form of cheques.

Tatrons of Wells Fargo & Co. are respect{ully assured that business
which they may entrust to the American Express Co. will reeeive the

most carceful attention.
AMERICAN EXPRESS €O.,
11 Rue Scribe, PARIS.
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DICKSON, WALRAVE .G
Rue-Ja]a Chay “e, 4c.2 Paris §
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